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To Arrest People for Orthodox Belief in Georgia

O, Lord, save Your people, And bless Your inheritance.
Grant victories to the Rulers over Barbarians.

And by virtue of Your Cross, Preserve Your commonwealth.
In order to say; Glory to You, Lord” _

With this chant 8 orthodox Christian defendants met unfair and slanderous sentence passed by Tbilisi
City Court under the government instructions. Such was, first of all, an order of American Ambassador to
Georgia, Mr. Bass, who in the very first days made a statement about the incident in Television Company
“Caucasia” and expressed hope that the case would be properly investigated. In several days following this
statement he visited Ilia Chavchavadze State University. By doing so, he showed his respect to Mr.Gigi
Tevzadze and to a handful of individuals, so called “liberals” associated with him, representing an opposition
party against the Orthodox Christians during the “Caucasia” incident. Acting in this manner the American
Ambassador clearly showed the Georgian Government what kind of Justice was to be administered and who
was to be punished.

The State Prosecutor patched up the case against 8 orthodox Christians, 6 of whom were invited guests
to the studio, and brought concrete charge home to them, qualifying according to 154-th clause of Georgian
Criminal Code (Intervention of Journalistic Activity) and 239-th (Hooliganism). It is noticeable, that the State
Prosecutor presented 32 witnesses, 24 of which were policemen, 2 victims, others —TV channel employees and
representatives of the so called “Liberals”. The Court allowed the Defense to present no more than one witness.
It should be remarked that the eight orthodox Christian defendants were recognized guiltless by all the
witnesses, including the victims, except the policemen. Only 23 policemen, some of which were in charge of
arresting and the rest were responsible for identifying the accused, gave contradictory and groundless evidences.
From the very materials presented by the prosecutors during the court discussion it was revealed that the police
hadn’t had witnessed the incident occurring in the yard of the Caucasia television. It came up to the place 10-15
minutes later after the incident was over. Everything happening in the studio was thoroughly shot on videotapes,
since several video cameras were recording the event. These videotapes were presented by the prosecutors
themselves and they depicted not a single picture of quarrel, swear or demand for stopping the program.
Afterwards, the police began unsystematic arrests and detained 3 of the defendants, as well as an operator and a
lawyer of the “Caucasia” television —who were snatched out of the hands of the police by the television
employees themselves. The rest 5 of the accused were detained in the Central Police Administration, where they
came on their own to give testimonies about the incident. The detention motive was —concealment prevention.
(?!) None of the detainees was arrested with the motive of catching red-handed. Thus, the police gave their own
non-existing interpretations of the events, never witnessed by them since the incident had already been over 15
minutes before their arrival.

The victims flatly declared that they had no claims against the convicted and demanded for a real
investigation. Legally it is nonsense that the TV anchor was presented in the case not as a victim, but as a



witness, while one of the charges was journalistic activity intervention. The very host of the program solemnly
confirmed the innocence of the defendants at the court.

Almost all the documents in the case are breached: detention, search, identification reports. Regardless
these facts, the court did not consider the petition for neglecting these documents. The court took an
unprecedented action by ignoring petitions for several warranties. Besides the several MPs and the Vice-
Speaker of the Parliament, the petition was presented by two Metropolitans, including the Chorus Bishop of the
Patriarch of All Georgia, but in vain, the court neglected all of them. Such an exemplary justice aimed at
punishing and intimidating Orthodox Christians was carried out by the Georgian Government under the orders
of their western partners neglecting democracy. It should be remarked that the convicted are those persons who
fight to defend the church and belief, national consciousness, who contradict spreading immorality and
wickedness in the country. They defeated the evil at the very court: when the judge was reading their sentence,
the 8 convicted met this defamatory verdict chanting and praying in the hall of the court: “Glory to you,
Lord!”

Union of Orthodox Parents

Ceronns B I'py3uun npyUUMHOMN apecTa MOXKET CTAaTh MPaBOCIaBHAs Bepa

«Cmnacu, T'ocnomu, mogu TBosi, u OmarocnmaBu jgocrossHue TBoe, moOeasl Ha COMPOTHUBHBIA Aapys, u TBoe
coxpansst Kpecrom TBouM KHUTEIBCTBO» - BOT TaK IIECHOIIEHHWEM BCTPETUIM & MPABOCIABHBIX MOJCYIMMBIX
HECIIPaBeUIMBLIN W JIKUBBIN MPUTOBOP, BHIHECEHHBIN IO yKa3aHWIO BiacTedl TOMIMCCKUM TOPOJACKHM cyaoM. K
NPUHATHIO TAaKOTO pelieHust nmoOyaun B mepByro ouepens nocon CHIA B I'pysum r-H bac, koTopblil crenan
3asiBJICHUE B IEPBBIC K€ JHH TMOC]e MHLIUIEHTa Ha TenecTyauu «KaBka3» W BbICKa3al HAAEKAY, UyTO JAesio Oyner
paccieoBaHO COOTBETCTBYIOLIMM 00pa3oM, a uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO JHEH MOcIie 3asBICHUS TOCETHII YHUBEPCUTET UMEHU
Nnen YaBuaBamze (yHuBepcuteT Wnbn) m Bo3manm mouectd T-Hy ['mrm TeB3amze u mpuOTMKCHHBIM K HEMY
HECKOJIbKUM T€pCOHaM, T.H. JInbepasiaM, KOTOpbIE U SBJISUIMCH MPOTUBOOOPCTBYIONIECH ¢ MpaBOCIaBHBIMU CTOPOHOM
BO BpeMs MHIMJEHTa Ha TenecTyauu «KaBkasz». OTu aelcTBUA r-HA MOCHA CTalM CUTHAJIOM JJIsl MPAaBUTEIbCTBA
I'py3un, NOATONKHYBIIErO IPAaBOCYANE K HECIIPABEAIUBOMY U KJIEBETHUUECKOMY PEIICHHUIO.

['ocynapctBenHoe 0oOBuHEHHE c(})aOpPUKOBAIO [0 MPOTHB § MPABOCIABHBIX MOJIOJABIX JIOAEH, M3 KOTOPBIX
1iectTepo ObLTH MPUTJIAIICHBI Ha MIepeady B KaueCTBE rOCTEH, U BBIIBUHYJIO KOHKPETHOE OOBUHEHHE 1O cTaThaM 154
( YMHUTH MPETATCTBUS KYPHAIUCTY MPHU BBITIOJHEHUN UM MPOGECCHOHANBHBIX 00s3aHHOCTEH) U 239 (XyJIHraHCcTBO)
VYK TI'py3un.Cnemgyer ormeTtuth, 4yTo [OCymapcTBeHHOe OOBHMHEHHME mpeacTaBwio 32 cBuieTens, u3 Hux 24
MOJIMIENCKUX, 2 TOCTPaJaBIIUX, OCTaJIbHbIE —COTPYIHUKHU TENeCTyIuud U T.H. jubepansl.Torma kak 3ammre
MO3BOJIUIIM TIPEJCTaBUTh TOJIBKO OMHOTO cBuaerens. M 4ro camoe BakHOE, 3a UCKIIOYCHHEM IOJHIICHCKHX, BCE
CBUJETENH, B TOM YMCJIE U MTOCTPAJaBIlNe, AN MOKAa3aHUs B MOJIb3Y 8 MPABOCIABHBIX MOACYAUMBIX U MPU3HAIN UX
HEBUHOBHOCTh B TPEIBSABISIEMOM WM OOBHHEHUHU. TONbKO 23 TOMUIEHCKUE, U3 KOTOPHIX OJHU Y4YacTBOBAIU B
3aJlep)KaHuu MOJACYAUMBIX, JAPYrM€ — B MX OINO3HAHUH, Jalld CyAy B3aMMOMCKIIIOYAIOLIME U HEOOOCHOBaHHbBIE
noka3anus. O JDKUBOCTH TOKa3aHUM TMONUIEHCKUX CBUAETENBCTBYET CIEIyIOIIee OOCTOSTENBCTBO: Telernepeaaya
«bapbep» Hauanach B 22.15 7-ro mas tekyuiero rojga. Bropas pekiamuas naysa Oblia 00bsIBJIEHA paHbIlIe BpEMEHU-
B 23.15. IlpuuuHON TOMY TOCTY>KWJI MPOBOKAIIMOHHBIN U OOCTPYKTUBHBINA YXOJ MPEACTABUTENCH T.H. THOEPATHHOTO
KpbLUIa BO BpeMsl TPAHCIIIMY TIepejadn B IPSIMOM d(pupe, KOTOPBIN TOCIEeI0BAT TIOCIIE MPOBOKAIIMOHHBIX 3asIBIICHHUIHA
C UX JXe CTOpoHbl. PeknmamHas mays3a mpozospkanach 18 MUHYT, BO BpeMsi KOTOPOW M MPOM3OMIEN MHIMICHT Ha
npunexaiied kK ctynun «KaBka3» TeppuTopuu, - Apaka MEXIy COTPYIHUKAMU TEJIECTYIUU U HEYCTaHOBJIECHHBIMU
munamu. MHumaent Owpin ucuepnad k 23.33 u nepenaya «baprep» BHOBB MOSBHIACH B dQUpE, T.€. BCE COTPYIHUKU
TEJIEKOMITAaHUU U 6 U3 8 MOACYIUMBIX B 3TO BpeMs YXK€ HaXOJWINCh B CTyAuU. TOJIBKO mocie 3Toro, B 23.45., B
MOJIMIIEHCKOE OT/IETICHHE MOCTyIaeT aHOHUMHBIN 3BOHOK M 4epe3 5-10 MUHYT monuiielckue OKa3bIBarOTCs Ha MecTe
npoucmectBua. OO0 3TOM CBUACTENBCTBYET MW CyAeOHOE pacCMOTpEHHE Jella, KOTOpOe W3 MaTepHalloB,
MIPEJICTABJICHHBIX CAMUM OOBHHEHHEM, MPOSCHSAET TOT (PaKT, YTO MOJHUICHCKHE B MOMEHT IpPaBOHAPYLICHHS HE



HaXOJAWINCh Ha TEPPUTOPUHU TEIIECTYAMH, a , CII€JOBATEIIbHO, HE OBUIU U CBUAETEISIMUA IPOUCXOIAIINX TaM COOBITHI;
OHHU OKa3aJMCh HAa MECTE MPOMCIIECTBUS TOJIBKO yepe3 10-15 MuHyT mocne Toro, Kak MHIMACHT ObLT HCYEPIIaH; YTO
KacaeTcsd COOBITUH Ha TEJNECTyIUM, KOrJa TyJAa YK€ BOLUIM MOJHULEHCKHE M TIpakJaHCKHE JHIA, UX CHUMAJIH
HECKOJIbKO BHJIEOKaMep M, TaKMM 00pa3oM, OHH 3aleyaTsieHbl Ha BHUJCOJICHTE. DTH BHJIEO03AIMCU IPEICTaBUIIA
CTOpOHa OOBMHEHHMS, B HUX HET HU OJHOM CLEHBI JIPAKH, CIIOBECHBIX OCKOPOJCHHUH WM MPU3BIBOB NTOMEUIATh BECTU
tenenepenayy. [Tocae sToro nonuuedckue HAYMHAIOT AOCOIIOTHO XaOTHUECKU apeCTOBBIBATS JIIOJICH, OHH 3aepKalli
3 u3 § moAcyAMMBIX, a TaKXkKe onepaTopa Tenekomnanun «KaBkas» v ajBokara, - 3TOro MocjaeIHEro BHICBOOOIMIN U3
PYK TMOJNMIEHCKUX COTPYAHUKU cTyauu. OcTaibHble 5 MOACYAMMBIX ObUIM 3ajiepkaHbl B [JTaBHOM MOJHUIIEHCKOM
YIPaBJICHUH, KyJa OHU 110 COOCTBEHHOM BOJI€ NMPHIUIMA AAaBATh MOKa3aHUA. MOTHUB 3a/epiKaHMs — «I10J03pEBacMble
MOTyT CKpbIThCs»?! Hu onuH 0OBHHsSEeMBI He OBLI 3a7ep)kaH B MOMEHT COBEPIICHHUS MPECTYIJIeHHs. Takum
o0pa3oM, MONULEHCKHE Nalu MOKa3aHWs IO MPOUCIIECTBUIO, CBUICTEISIMH KOTOPOTO OHM HE ObUIM, MHIMJICHTY,
KOTOpBIM ObuT ncuepnan 3a 10-15 MUHYT 10 MX IPUXOAA, BMECTE C TeM — aOCOJIFOTHO HEPEaJbHO WHTEPIPETHPYSI
coObiTus. [locTpanaBiiye OTKPBITO 3asBWIIM, YTO HE MMEIOT HMKAKUX MPETEH3UH K 3a/J€p)KaHHBIM M IPU3BAIM K
00BEKTUBHOMY paccieloBaHuIo jiena. [IpaBoBbIM HOHCEHCOM MOXHO CUMTATh OJHO M3 OOBMHEHMH, MPEIbSIBICHHBIX
HNOJCYIUMBIM, -YUHUTH MPEMSATCTBUS KyPHAIUCTY IIPU BBIMOJIHEHUH UM IMPOQECCHOHATIBHBIX 00A3aHHOCTEH,- B TO
BpeMsl Kak CaM >KYPHAaJUCT IPEICTaBICH B JcJIe HE KAK IOCTPaJaBIIMM, a KakK CBHUJETEIb, KOTOPBIM TaKxke
MOATBEPAMI HENPHUYACTHOCTh MOACYAMMBIX K pacCMaTpuBacMoOMy Jely. B nene mpociiexuBaroTCs IpaBOBBIE
HapyIlIEHUs 1O BCEM THUIIAM IPOTOKOJIOB: 3aJiepXKaHHs, OOBICKA, OMO3HAHHMS - W HECMOTpPS Ha 3TO, CyJ He
YAOBJIETBOPWII O(UIHMAIBHYIO NpOochOy 3alllUThl O MNPU3HAHMM MX HEJAEHCTBUTENbHBIMU. becnperneneHTHbIM
OKa3aJIOCh PELICHUE CyJa, HE MPUHSBLIETO BO BHUMAHUE XaJaTaiCTBO HECKOJIbKHUX IapJIaMEHTapUeB, B TOM YHUCIE
3amecturens [Ipencenarens mapnameHTa, 00 0CBOOOKACHUU MOACYAUMBIX IO/ 3aJI0T, KpPOME TOTO CyAbs OTKJIOHUI
NETULIMIO, C KOTOPOW OOpaTHiNCh B CyneOHble opraHel aBa murponoiura [pysuHckod LlepkBu, B ux dmcie
xopenuckon, npeacraButens Ilarpuapxa. Takum o0pa3oM, CyJ HMTCHOPHpPOBal TNPOCEOY OJHUX U3 CaMbIX
aBTOPUTETHBIX IPEJICTABUTENEH I'Py3UHCKON OOIIECTBEHHOCTH U BBHIHEC OOBMHHUTENBHBIA MPUTOBOP MPABOCIABHBIM
XpUCTHaHaM, OopromuMcs 3a Bepy M 4McTOTy llepkBu, 3a 3allUTy HAIMOHAJIBHOIO CAMOCO3HAHUS, OTKPBITO
BBICTYMAIONIUM NPOTUB OE3HPABCTBEHHOCTH M pa3BpaTa, KOTOPHIE YK€ MHOTHE TOJbl KyJIbTUBUPYIOTCS B HallIei
CTpaHe.

Bor tak npaButenscTBO ['py3un, BBINONHASA yYKa3aHUS CBOMX 3allaJHBIX NIapTHEPOB, KOTOPBIE HU BO UTO HE CTaBAT
MIPUHLIMIIBI JEMOKPATUH, OCYIMIO0 OOpIIOB 3a BEpy, Mpeciaeays AajJeKylo 11eJb- HallyraTh 00IEeCTBEHHOCTh, U YTOOBI
BIIPEIb HEMTOBAIHO OBLIO.

Onu ke, moacyAuMble, § MapHE, XPUCTHAHCKUM CMHUPEHHEM  IMOOOpOJM 3JI0 B JIMIE HECHPaBEIIMBOTO
IIPAaBOCYMSI M Il BEPYIOLIUM MPUMEP UCTUHHON XpaObpOoCTH, BCTPETUB MECHONIEHUEM KJIEBETHUUYECKUM M JKUBBIi
IIPUTOBOP, OT KOTOPOI'O COJAPOTHYJICS BeCh 3al cyJa, ciaBocioBueM [ocnony namemy, Mucycy Xpucty: « CnaBa
Tebe, 'ocnoan.»
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